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JOURNAL OF SERGEANT NATHANIEL WEBB.

Nathaniel Webb, was Sergeant Major in tlie Second K Y. Regi-

ment. The original journal was in possession of liis son, Dr. Ezekiel

Webb in 1855, at whieli time a part of it was published in the Elmira

Jiepuhlican, September lltli and 12th. No trace of the original can be

found, and as no files of the paper are in existence, that part published

on the 12th of September, cannot be found.

The following is taken from a copy furnished General John S. Clark,

by Lyman C. Draper, Esq., Corresponding Secretary of the State His-

torical Society, Madison, Wisconsin :

FROM THE ELMIRA BAIL Y REPUBLICAN, SEPT. nth, /Sjj.

RELICS OF THE OLDEN TIME.

Dr. Ezekiel Webb has placed in my hands a journal kept by his fath-

er, Nathaniel Webb, who was an officer in Colonel Van Cortlandt's regi-

ment, Mc.Dougal's Brigade, having entered the service in April, 1777.

He was present at the surrender of Burgoyne, at the battles of German-

town, Monmouth and several other engagements, notes of which ap})ear

in this Journal.

In April, 1779, Van Cortlandt's regiment was ordered from A]l)any to

accompany Sullivan's Expedition against the Indians. The journal states

the details of the expedition, from day to day, until it reaches Wyo-
miag where the regiment to which he belonged (Van Cortlandt's'* arrived

the 14th of June. The Journal proceeds :

—

JOURNAL.

June 17.—Decamped at 10 a. m. The three regiments marched up to Jacob's Plains

—

Encamped near the bank of the river on the east shore, about four miles above the garri-

son.

23,—Gen. Sullivan arrived with two Brigades—Ma.xweU's and Poor's. They encamped
below the garrison.
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27.—Gen. Poor, with his Brig^ade, left Wyoming, and encamped at Forty Fort on the

West Shore.

July 4.—Col. Cilley's Regiment and ours joined Gen. Poor at Forty Fort.

20.—300* boats arrived with provision for Sunbury.

21.—800 f head of cattle, 500 horses, 500 wagons arrived.

24.—200 boats arrived with stores, at which time 30 cannon were fired from the park.

31.—The army decamped at 10 A. M. Encamped that night at Lackawana.

August 3.—Decamped at 7 a. m. Fleet and army moved off. The army crossed

Tunkhannock, and encamped near the same. >

4.—7 A. M., fleet and army got under way. Encamped that night at Vanderlip's deso-

lated farm, 42 miles from Wyoming.

5.— Half past 8 A. M. got under way : At 5 p. m. reached Wyalusing, and encamped

on the flats •

7.—Sergeant Shoecraft of our regiment, with three men and an Indian, set out to re-

connoitre the country between this and Tioga.

8.—Decamped at 5 A. M. Marched this day as far as Standing Stone.

g.—Decamped at 5 A. M. Marched this day through some bad defiles and mountains

and encamped on the Flats, Six miles from Tioga.

10.—Lay in encampment—drew provisions, &c. A regiment from each Brigade went

as an escort to the Commander in Chief. They brought in a milk cow from Tioga.

II.—Decamped 8 a. m. Our regiment and the New Jersey regiment crossed " Sisko-

hanoh " and Shoved up the river to Tioga. At 3 P. M., the fleet and arrived, and pitched

tents between the North and West Branches of the river.

12.—Turned out a fatigue party to build block-houses. At 2 P. M., a lieutenand and

8 men returned from a Scout to Chemung. Met with no opposition—Saw a number of

Indians in the town who appeared to be in great confusion. The party found two fresh

scalps which they brought into camp. At 8 P. M. the whole army off duty, marched off to

Chemung.
13.—At 5 a. m. we approached the town. The enemy had all left it some hours before

we arrived. We burnt the town, and destroyed most of the corn in and about it. Sev-

eral " Scrimmages " happened between our troops and the enemy during our stay at Che-

mung. We lost fourteen killed and wounded. At 4 P. m. left Chemung and returned to

Tioga.

15.—One thousand men detached under command of General Poor, to march up the

North Branch to meet Gen. Clinton. They were ordered to march the next morning.

At 2 P. M. a party of the enemy came down upon the Flats, killed one of the drovers and

wounded another—took off seven horses. Killed one bullock but did not get him off.

Our troops pursued bid did not come up with them.

16.—At 10 A. M. the party under Gen. Poor marched up the river. A Sergeant, Cor-

poral and 1 2 men from each Brigade were detached in order to scout round about the

mountains to ambuscade the Savages lurking in the vicinity of the camp. 4. P. M. a Cap-

tain and 60 men mounted as a guard to prevent the cattle and horses from straying to the

mountains.

17.—Some lurking Savages killed one Soldier and wounded another about 20 miles

from camp.

20.—Ten riflemen came in from Gen. Clinton—left him about 22 miles from this place.

22.—Gen. Clinton arrived, and also the detachment under Gen. Poor. One of our

scouting parties killed and scalped an Indian about five miles up the West Branch [Che-

mung]
26.—A signal gun fired for striking the camp. At I P. M. the army got under way.

Our Regiment remained on the ground to collect cattle and horses.

27.—Our regiment left Tioga and joined the army before they marched. The army

*The first figure is somewhat indistinct and may be an 8.

t This may be 300.
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marched within four miles of Chemung. Our Brigade encamped about three miles in

rear of the army that night.

28.—At 8 A. M. our Brigade joined the army, which, immediately upon our arrival,

•struck their tents, after destroying some fine fields of corn. Army all crossed the river

«nd marched up to Chemung, except our Brigade, on the east side of the river. This

night the whole army encamped on the flats of Chemung.

2g.—The army at 8 A. M. moved about four miles up the river. The General discov-

ered a fortification of the enemy on the flats. Gen's. Poor and Clinton's Brigades were

ordered to march around, in order to gain the rear of the enemy. Several large moun-

tains and defiles occasioned our not advancing far enough up the river in season, before

<3ur cannon began to play, which occasioned them to retire. A smart scattering fire hap-

pened between Gens. Poor and Clinton and the enemy, upon the Mountain, which made
our friend .Butler to mend his pace. Several of the enemy were found dead. We had

5 officers and men killed, and several slightly wounded. We encamped that night upon

the ground that Butler did the night before. We took two prisoners.

30.—8 A. M., 400 men were ordered out to destroy corn, &c. Several Indians and Tories

Avere found dead ; some of which they had hove into the river—also the body of Queen
"Esther, who murdered many of the inhabitants of Wyoming last summer.

31.—Several boats, with wounded men and heavy artillery. Set out for Tioga. 9 a. m.

the army moved—burnt Newtown ; left some fine fields of corn standing about New-
town. We left the river, and followed up a small branch. Encamped that night upon a

fine plain about ten miles from Newtown.


